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ABSTRACT

   Not only rural regions but also areas within big cities are now shrinking and marginalizing in Japan. Specifically speaking, almost half of the area of Japan is registered for being depopulated. It contains of mountain villages, mining areas, islands, peninsulas or so. But nowadays even Tokyo Metropolitan Area is shrinking particularly by rapid aging of the population　(See the “Shrinking City” (Schrumpfende Städte)　　Project by Philipp Oswalt, Germany：http://www.shrinkingcities.com/). 
In such a situation, Social Capital has the attention of some social sciences, as compensation for decay of several functions of daily life. But is Social Capital all-powerful? Can it save the situation at all?  We have to discern the reality and illusion of Social Capital. 
By the way there is a long history of study on social ties in Japan especially in sociology and geography which have treated rural and urban societies. Most of the researches were made by fieldworks. But the positivistic fruits of the researches are not combined to discourse of Social Capital so well in this country. There is a difference in point of view; i.e. bottom-up and top-down. So it is important for us to think of missing link. 

In my presentation I will refer to the situation as above mentioned, and introduce regional cases of shrinking and marginalization in Japan. I will show you some concrete cases of mountain villages, coal mining areas or old new-town areas. Then I will review actualities of Social Capital or social ties in such areas. 
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